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Thursday, August 22nd, 2019 Regular Meeting 4:00 PM 

  John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room 

 196 No. Main St. Southington 

 

                               Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio and Mr. 

Borowy. Also in attendance were Ex-Officio Members David Lavallee, Assistant Town 

Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner and Rob Phillips, Planning Director.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM  

 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 6/27/19; minutes were approved upon a 

motion by Mr. Pocock and second by Mr. Chaplinsky with all in favor. 

 

Report from the Chair: Chair Miceli spoke on Item C, the Pollinator Pathway. Miss 

Miceli stated that the goal of the pathway is to encourage businesses and residents along 

the trail and throughout town to create pollinator gardens to aid local pollinator species. 

The effort furthers the goals of the recent successful installations on the trail downtown 

such as the Kelly School Garden adjacent to the trail crossing on Mill Street, the Garden 

Club bed, and the Water Department property installation adjacent. Chair Miceli has been 

working with Shari Guarino (IW/Conservation Commission) on the project. Miss 

Guarino is offering pollinator garden signage at the Farmer’s Market to raise funds. The 

three objectives that qualify a pollinator garden in this instance are to plant native 

species, eliminate pesticides, and to reduce lawn area. A ribbon cutting for the Novick 

Open Space Pollinator Garden will be scheduled soon and will also help promote the 

movement.  

 

With regard to the Novick Pollinator Garden, Item B was discussed next. Mr. Lavallee 

reported that the remaining perennial plants will be put in in about two weeks. Chair 

Miceli thanked Mr. Lavallee, Mr. Chaplinsky, and Mr. Guarino for their efforts on the 

garden installation. Woodchips for the project were donated by individuals in town, Miss 

Daria Smith and JJ’s Horticulture. Chair Miceli asked Mr. Lavallee to make sure the 

pollinator garden appears on the Open Space Website under the parcel description. A 

ribbon cutting is tentatively scheduled for September 28
th

.  

 

Discussion item A was next- Open Space parcel maintenance; Mr. Chaplinsky asked 

Chair Miceli where we stood on communications with the Farm Heritage Committee on 

the mowing of the upper field at the Novick Open Space. Miss Miceli stated that she has 



reached out numerous times to the Farm Heritage Committee Chair and included Vice 

Chair Barry in her attempts. A cost estimate has previously been given to clear the upper 

field. Mr. Lavallee has been appointed liaison with the FHC and will make them aware of 

the need to protect the pollinator garden and coordinate future mowing needs.  

 

The next open space parcel maintenance item was for the Curtiss Open Space on South 

End Road. Mr. Thomas Curtiss drafted a proposal for brush clearing, mowing, and 

various parcel upkeep items. The offer was accepted pending a walk-through with Mr. 

Lavallee and any Committee members whom wish to attend.  

 

Mr. Barry had asked for a history/status update for the Florian Parcel on Burritt Street 

that was donated to the town in 2014. Some restoration work was to be done. Mr. 

Lavallee reported that plantings were done and woody material was removed from the 

floodplain. During the restoration process the parcel was offered to the town and the town 

accepted.  

 

Mr. Lavallee was asked to inquire with Highway about some invasives on the recently 

acquired open space on Woodruff Street; he indicated that he will but the basin is for 

floodplain storage and not your typical retention area that is on a regular mowing 

schedule.  

 

Motion to convene Executive Session at 4:24 by Mr. Chaplinsky; Second by Mr. Pocock- 

all in favor. Out at 4:40. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:41 upon a motion by Mr. Berkmoes; Second by Mr. Pocock 

with all in favor.  


